
 

 

I-91 Charter Oak Bridge Project 
Construction Newsletter Spring 2020 

Two projects designed to reduce congestion and improve safety in Hartford, East Hartford & Wethersfield.  

 Charter Oak Bridge Widening 

 Route 5/15 NB Retaining Wall in East Hartford 

 Night Work 

 Additional Bridge Work Highlights 

The I-91 Charter Oak Bridge Project’s crews have been working steadily this spring; the Project remains on schedule. 

The Coronavirus pandemic began affecting Connecticut’s residents and motorists mid March, temporarily closing businesses and 

causing many people to “stay home, and stay safe.” While many on our office staff were able to work from home, the Project’s 

contractor and inspection staff were deemed “essential workers,” and, working within the State’s guidelines, kept the Project 

progressing forward. The reasoning behind the lane closures, and nightly road closures and detours has become more clear to 

motorists when they drive through the Project limits, as the path for the new I-91 Northbound (NB) Exit 29 is more visibly evident. 

 Continuous Progress Winter Through Spring 

Facing north, toward the Charter Oak Bridge, from the 

median separating Route 5/15 SB and NB, this work 

zone is the path for the new I-91 NB Exit 29.   

IN THIS ISSUE 

 Continuous Progress Winter Through Spring         

 I-91 NB New Exit 29 to the Charter Oak Bridge 

 Route 5/15 NB & Exit 89 Traffic Shift  
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New I-91 NB Exit 29  

Bridge Abutment #1 

Path for New I-91 Exit 29 
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New I-91 NB Exit 29  

Bridge Pier 

Existing I-91 NB 

Exit 29  

Exit  27 

Exit  89 

New  Piers on  

Charter Oak 

Bridge 
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This spring, major structures under construction were evident to motorists through the Project limits, most noticeably in the 

vicinity of the path for the new I-91 NB Exit 29, leading to the Charter Oak Bridge. These structures include the abutment, that 

will support the ramp for the new exit, and the pier, that will support the bridge as it spans over Route 5/15 SB to meet Route 

5/15 NB. In addition, I-91 NB is being widened in this vicinity. The Route 5/15 Exit 89 to I-91 NB was reconstructed, and shifted 

to the right to make room for the reconstructed path for Route 5/15 NB, and to make way for the new I-91 NB Exit 29.  

  I-91 Northbound New Exit 29 (Bridge 6947) to the Charter Oak Bridge  
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The numbers in the photo above correspond 

to the numbers in the red oval below. 

Pier for new bridge 

Abutment and retaining 

wall for new Exit 29 
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Approaching the Charter Oak Bridge, new piers have been under construction for the widening of Route 5/15 NB. The photos in 

this section depict new pier work occurring in the vicinity circled in red on the aerial map (above right). Route 5/15 NB 

approaching the Charter Oak Bridge is being widened to accommodate the new merge from the future on-ramp. 

Above: Graphic of  

traffic shift; Left: Actual 

shift in place, showing 

new work site to left of 

Route 5/15 NB; Right: 

Graphic with Route 5/15 

Exit 89 shift in red, Route 

5/15 NB shift in blue, and 

the former portion of 

Route 5/15 NB as red/

white lines — now a new 

construction site.   

The new permanent 

Route 5/15 NB Exit 89 

travel lanes opened, 

with a traffic shift to the 

right; traffic on Route 

5/15 NB shifted to the 

right as well. These 

shifts allowed for a new 

work zone to be 

established on the left 

side of Route 15 NB, 

where the remaining 

elements of the new     

I-91 NB Exit 29 bridge 

to Route 15 NB have 

been under 

construction this spring.  

 Route 5/15 Northbound and Exit 89 Traffic Shift 

 Charter Oak Bridge (Bridge 6000) Widening 

Left: Facing north, 

toward the Charter 

Oak Bridge, with 

existing I-91 NB 

Exit 29 on-ramp at 

right, new concrete 

Pier 3 stem in 

place.  

Right: Facing 

south, workers 

pump concrete into 

the form for the  

new pier cap. The 

new pier will serve 

as support for the 

widened Route 

5/15 NB bridge 

span. 

Page 4 



 

 

Charter Oak Bridge (Bridge 6000) Widening Photos Continued 

 Pier 1 footing 

concrete pour 

 Abutment 1 
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Abutment 1 construction 

 Pier 1 footing 

concrete pour 



 

 

Work on the retaining wall adjacent to Route 

5/15 NB in East Hartford continued this spring, in 

preparation of the Route 5/15 NB roadway widening 

(yellow line), including widening of the Silver Lane 

Bridge.  

  Retaining Wall (107) for Widening of Route 5/15 NB in East Hartford 

Soil nail wall adjacent to Route 5/15 NB, 

a temporary support of excavation for 

the construction of the new retaining 

wall and sound barrier wall.   

 Connecticut Air National Guard Flyover, May 14, 2020 

Silver Lane 

NB 

NB 

The Connecticut Air National Guard saluted our 

essential workers during a flyover on Thursday, 

May 14, over a number of state hospitals and 

health-care facilities. The Guard flew large C-130 

transport planes, over the Project site, as they 

made their way across Connecticut during 

Operation American Resolve, a nationwide salute 

to all those supporting COVID-19 response efforts. 

Flyovers are conducted at no additional cost to the 

taxpayer. This was an opportunity for the 

Connecticut Air National Guard to safely salute our 

fellow Americans who are selflessly supporting our 

communities during this trying time while 

conducting necessary training. 

"Defending the homeland has taken a new shape, and the Connecticut National Guard is proud to serve alongside the first 

responders and essential personnel in the COVID-19 response efforts," said Maj. Gen. Francis Evon, the Adjutant General of 

the Connecticut National Guard. 

"This is our way of showing appreciation to the thousands of heroes at the front line battling COVID-19. We are humbled by 

their sacrifices." Gov. Ned Lamont said, "There are so many front line workers across Connecticut providing care for people 

who have been impacted by the pandemic, and this is our way of saluting them and saying thank you. They are true heroes, 

and the amount of good they are providing our state is immeasurable." Page 6 



 

 

Much of the construction is accomplished at night, when closures to travel lanes and detours to traffic will have less of an 

impact on the traveling public during peak hours. Construction at night takes place between the hours of 8:00 PM & 6:00 AM, 

Monday through Friday (excluding holidays,) weather permitting. Examples of night work this spring has included the following:  

▪ Airport Road for bridge demolition work 

▪ I-91 NB  

▪ (Exit 24 to Exit 27) concrete pavement repairs  

▪ (Exit 27 to Exit 29) bridge parapet demolition  

▪ (Great Meadow Road to Exit 29) traffic shift, and overhead sign support installation 

▪ I-91 SB  

▪ (On-ramp from Route 5/15 NB to Exit 26) patching on Great Meadow Bridge 

▪ (Whitehead Highway to Exit 26) milling for concrete repairs, sealing, and paving of concrete patches 

▪ Route 15 NB  

▪ (Exit 90 to Exit 91) rumble strip removal 

▪ (Exit 85 to Exit 89) pipe crossing, and restriping Route 5/15 NB Exit 87 off-ramp 

▪ (Exit 86 to Exit 91) bridge demolition, temporary lighting work, temporary barrier installation and traffic shift 

▪ (Exit 89 ramp) bridge demolition and structural steel work 

▪ Route 5/15 SB 

▪ (Exit 86 to Exit 90) temporary lighting work 

▪ (I-84 WB Exit 86 to Exit 90) Exit 90 paving and temporary roadway widening and traffic shift 

 

Details concerning specific dates for lane closures, road closures and detours, may be found on our website.  

  Night Work 

Night work on the I-91 SB bridge over Airport 

Road; partial-depth concrete repairs. 
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https://i-91charteroakbridge.com/en/announcements/87-what-s-happening-now


 

 

 Additional Bridge Work Highlights 

New abutments & pier for widened I-91 NB bridge. 

New abutments and pier for widened     

I-91 NB bridge over on-ramp to I-91 SB 

& Route 5/15 SB from Airport Road  

  I-91 NB Bridge over Route 5/15 (Bridge 813) 

  I-91 over Airport Rd. On-ramp (Bridge 1466) 

  Route 5/15 over Silver Lane (Bridge 5796) 

  Charter Oak Bridge (Bridge 6000)  

Left: New abut-

ments for the       

I-91 NB bridge 

over Airport 

Road; this new 

span will not 

have a pier. 

In addition,    

Airport Road will 

be lowered to 

improve over-

head clearance. 

  I-91 over Airport Road (Bridge 480)  

Footing for new 

abutment 

New median deck 

construction 

To find out more about WHAT’S HAPPENING NOW, visit our website: I-91CharterOakBridge.com Page 8 

https://i-91charteroakbridge.com/en/home

