I-91 Charter Oak Bridge Project
Construction Newsletter Winter 2021
Two projects designed to reduce congestion and improve safety in Hartford, East Hartford & Wethersfield.

I-91 NB Exit 29 Construction Progress Continues
Even with the record-high snowfall and record-low temperatures this
winter, the project remains on time and on budget, with the opening of the
new I-91 NB Exit 29 ramp scheduled for this spring. A new work site was
created for the construction of the future on-ramp onto Route 5/15 NB and much
progress was made on the construction of the northernmost retaining walls to
support this new roadway.
The photos below show the progress, with new bridge, at this site over the fivemonth period between September 2020 and January 2021.
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Bridge Construction—Hartford
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Widening of I-91 NB and Three Bridges in Hartford
I-91 NB bridge widening operations will continue over
the upcoming construction season, including steel
erection and bridge deck construction.

I-91
I NB Bridge
over Route 5/15

NB

I-91 NB Bridge over onramp from Airport Road
to I-91 SB and Route
5/15 SB

NB

I-91 NB Bridge over
I-91
Airport
Road

NB

Airport Road lowering continues; expect new
traffic shifts this spring.
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Retaining Walls

Retaining
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The northernmost retaining walls span
from the new bridge to the Charter Oak
Bridge and will serve as the support for
the merge lanes onto Route 5/15 NB. The
pre-cast concrete blocks are stacked and
filled with compacted material. The green
epoxy-covered rebar will be used for the
cast-in-place parapet.
Upcoming Work Includes:



Retaining wall completion



Merge-ramp roadway onto
Route 5/15 NB construction

Above: Northern retaining walls under construction



Paving

Below: Southern retaining wall and new bridge seen from I-91 SB



Open the new I-91 NB Exit 29
ramp to traffic in May, 2021
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Main Street Bridge—East Hartford
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the same
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work site.

Left: Winter work has prepared for a new traffic
pattern soon to be in effect on Main Street in
East Hartford, maintaining two lanes of traffic in
each direction, to allow for continued
construction to widen the Main Street Bridge.
There will be temporary shoring towers and
crane mats, protected by temporary concrete
barrier, on the east and west sides of Main
Street, as well as in the median.
The sidewalk on the eastern side under the
bridge will be closed, and a pedestrian detour
route will be clearly marked to direct
pedestrians to the western side of the road.
This new traffic pattern is anticipated to be in
effect until Thanksgiving time, 2021.
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Silver Lane Bridge— East Hartford
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Similar to the widening of the Main Street Bridge, the
Route 5/15 NB widening work over Silver Lane
continued this winter with pile driving. The blue
stars in the photos indicate the same approximate
location on the work site.
Upcoming Work Includes:



Steel erection



Roadway construction



New sound barrier wall installation
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A New Display for CTDOT: Original Decorative Construction Features—1941
CTDOT is developing a platform on which historical artifacts and visual materials related to this iconic bridge are preserved for
the benefit of public record and stakeholders, now and in the future. Part of this effort includes a display of the cast iron artwork
that was commissioned to adorn the railings on both side of the original Charter Oak Bridge that opened in 1941, pictured
below. The castings included four alternating images: the Old State House in Hartford; The Charter Oak; an airplane,
symbolizing the aviation industry; and the First Congregational Church of East Hartford.

Below: When the original bridge was replaced, the railings
were dismantled and some of the original medallions were
placed in memorials at Charter Oak Landing, noting the new
bridge’s start date—May 1988, & opening date—August 1991.

Above: Today some of the original medallions and iron
work have been refurbished and are on display at the
CTDOT headquarters in Newington.
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